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Idle Chatter
Hi all
At long last as the Victorian double vaccination
rate hits 90%, we are able to return to our usual
meetings and events. Of course there is still a
requirement that everyone attending must be
double vaccinated.

This includes the BBQ and membership
registration day on Sunday 6 February. It was a
great day last year, with a lot of members bringing
their historic vehicles out for a run, and a great
social event.

What this means is that if you are attending the
14 December Club Meeting, the Coffee Run on
12 December, or any other event, you must bring
evidence of your double vaccination. This can
either be on your smart phone or shown as a
printed certificate.

As we finish up the year and all the challenges that
came with it, I wanted to make a special mention
of and a huge thanks to our Editor Jon. A lot of
other things didn’t happen but the Backfire was
always there. We were very much kept up to date
and informed with great content that he put
together each month.

There are already examples of people not being
admitted to venues because they didn’t bring their
proof of vaccination, so even if you have had the
vaccinations, you will still need to bring along the
evidence.

So well done to Jon for all his hard work.
Cheers
- David Mitchell

The December Club night will the first time in a
while that we have had a meeting, so at our
November Committee Meeting, we decided that it
would be worth celebrating. Instead of everyone
bringing along a plate to share as we would normally do in December, the club will provide the
supper, with tea and coffee. This should be a great
night to catch up and have a chat after the
meeting.
Due to the printer being closed over the Christmas
break, we will not be producing a January Backfire,
so we have tried to include the events through to
early February in this edition.
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Hur r y Up Australia Post!
I periodically hear about members who do not receive their printed copy of Backfire in a timely way.
This sometimes means that they don’t know about events until after they have happened.
While this is most regrettable, the problem lies with Australia Post and its sometimes spasmodic delivery
times.
Our monthly meeting cycle, and the things that need to happen after that to get a Backfire to you, mean
that we can’t speed the process up any more from our end. Taking this month as an example, the
various dates and deadlines are as follows:
Production usually occurs in
the week after the committee
meets. This moves about a
bit, depending on when the
first Tuesday of each month
falls.

Minutes done

Minutes done

Production

With Australia Post

With Australia Post

Our minute takers for both
the general and committee
meetings do a great job in
sending me the minutes, so
this information can be
included in Backfire, and I do
my best to pull it all together
in the three days between
the copy deadline and
printing.
Our printer is very efficient
and turns the job around in
just 24 hours. Similarly, our
dedicated folding team gets
together on Friday mornings
and prepares the Backfire to
meet Australia Post’s needs.
(There has been more than
one occasion during the
Covid lockdowns when Peter
and Gaylene have done this
job on their own.)

Australia Post has at least one week (sometimes two) to deliver Backfire before the following monthly
meeting, something that it apparently finds a challenge on some occasions and in some locations.
There is a general push for us to do all our communicating electronically, whether it be receiving (and
paying) your power bill or filling a script from the doctor. For many, SMS and email have taken over from
letters, and the Internet is the source of all “wisdom” (????) As your committee has found over the past
two years, Zoom became the “new normal” for meetings for quite a while (Grrrr!)
While we may dislike this move to digital communication, it is a fact of life.
Over 200 of our 300-plus members have an email address, and I have sent the emailed version of
Backfire to all of these people at about the same time it goes to be printed.
(Of course, those who have asked for a printed copy get one posted to them as well.)
However, if your printed Backfire is tardy I arriving, may I suggest:


Politely ask at your local PO if there is anything that can be done to speed up delivery.



If you have an email address and I don’t have a copy, please send your current, correct email
address to editor@wdhvcgeelong.com and I will add you to my list to receive an electronic copy
of Backfire.



Use the Club website. All copies of Backfire are stored there (and a lot more besides).
Un tled Page (wdhvcgeelong.com)



Check up on coming events with a club member who has an email address. (And members who
do receive Backfire electronically are also asked to pass reminders on those they know who rely
on snail mail.)
- Ed
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COMMITTEE MEETING
Main points from the Committee meeting held on 16 November 2021.


The Club now has its own QR code, for use when checking in at activities away from the clubrooms
(when the Showgrounds QR code is used).



Secretary and Librarian to liaise about an offer of technical books and manuals for donation to the
Club library.

Get well cards – to Ivan Cave and Kevin Baker, expressing our best wishes for their recovery

Permits: 2 motorbikes and 1 car added to club register

Next Coffee run Thursday 2 Dec 10:30am at Balyang Sanctuary

6 caravans and 3 cabin bookings at the Cumberland River caravan weekend.
Plans for another next year.

No Dine Out in Dec. Next dine out Jan 12th Queenscliff for Fish and Chips

Christmas breakup BBQ – 12th Dec tentative date – Must have names by 7 Dec. No names no
food.

Noted that those attending Club events and monthly meetings will need to have
evidence of being double vaxxed.

December meeting to be held in the clubrooms. Supper will be supplied.

Geelong Machinery Show 15th & 16th of Jan ‘22

Judging by the expected COVID rules, we may be able to run a Swap in 2022
- James Park
(No November General Meeting was held, due to Covid restrictions.
The December meeting will be in the clubrooms- Ed)

Gary’s Giggles

Tall Tales from our Legendary Librarian
A bloke was walking his kelpie along by the river when it
slipped and fell in. And although it was a terrific cattle dog,
the damn thing couldn’t swim. Fortunately a German
tourist was taking photos of gum trees when he saw what
happened. Quick as a flash the tourist dived in, drag the
dog out and revived it.

“Can you give me a lift into town?” asked a bloke leading a
cow.

“Are you a vet?” asked the grateful owner.

So off they went, with the motorist checking in his rear
vision mirror. To his astonishment the cow broke into a
trot. They accelerated to 80 km/h but the cow was still
there, galloping along like a thoroughbred.

“Vet?” replied the German. “I’m bloody soaking!”
***********************
David Stratton was at the pictures watching Sense and
Sensibility. There was a blind bloke sitting behind him, and
beside him a Labrador. Stratton couldn’t help but notice
that the dog seem to be totally involved in the plot,
growling here, giving a little yelps there.
“Excuse me,” said Stratton to the blind bloke. “Your dog is
quite astonishing. I just can’t get over it.”
“Frankly it surprises me too,” said the blind man.
“He hated the book.”
***********************
What you get when you cross an elephant with a
kangaroo?
Big holes all over Australia.

“Yeah, I can give you a lift,” said the motorist, “but what
about your cow?”
“No worries. She’ll just follow along.”

“Amazing,” the motorist muttered, accelerating to 90 …
100. And the cow was still there, thundering along.
When he got 120 the motorist took another look in the rear
vision mirror. “I don’t like the look of your cow mate,” he
said to the passenger. “Her tongue is flopping out the side
of the mouth.”
“No worries,” said the bloke, “that just means she’s going
to overtake.”
***********************
Why did the wombat cross the road?
To see his flat mate.
***********************

***********************
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Letters to the Editor
& Registration Renewals
Paying a normal registration using
BPAY to VicRoads requires entering a new 15 digit
reference number each time. Since it is a new
BPAY, my bank requires extra security safeguards
also. This all takes extra time.
I often wondered why this was.

Letters to the Editor
If in any doubt about renewing your club
permit, your first contact should be our Permit
Officer, Gus Shea on 0400 203 151.
And don’t forget: contact Gus WELL BEFORE your
permit expires. Having an expired permit reinstated
means obtaining a new roadworthy certificate and
starting from scratch.

The following notes have been printed in Backfire
When talking to a customer service person about
before, but are worth repeating.
this, he told me that the reference number expired
after the due date. It prevented people from paying 1/. If you know you won’t be around when your
renewal falls due, you can pay early. VicRoads will
their registration late.
happily accept early payments.
Same for a club permit? (Editor to make comment.)
2/. You should receive your renewal paperwork
Lindsay Alford
about six weeks before the due date. It’s up to you
to follow up with VicRoads if your renewal is due
and no paperwork has arrived.
Editor’s Comments:
Lindsay’s observations seem to apply more to using 3/. Don’t leave it until the last minute to arrange
with our permit officer to have papers signed. Get
BPAY when paying any bill within the on-line
banking system, and don’t appear to be limited just in early, and don’t forget to actually take the
signed papers to VicRoads and pay the renewal fee.
to VicRoads.
(Yes, there have been people who got the papers
I use BPAY to pay bills online and have noticed that
signed, put their new permit sticker on the window
I am given a new Customer Reference Number for
but didn’t pay the fees. These individuals were
each bill. I guess this is the “15 digit reference
driving unregistered and uninsured vehicles for up
number” Lindsay refers to. It does need careful
to 12 months, then wondered why no new papertranscription. (I seem to remember that this
work came next year!)
number didn’t change in the past: I guess it does
4/. All WDHVC members who have not renewed
now as an extra security measure.)
their club membership by 31 March are
I have set up VicRoads as a regular “BPAY Biller”.
unfinancial. VicRoads considers unfinancial
Once I have logged in, I can call up VicRoads withmembers’ red plate vehicles to be unregistered and
out any further security codes, beyond entering the
insurance companies won’t cover them either.
Customer Reference Number. On the odd occasion
I have been a day or two late in paying a bill, I was 5/. Similarly, any vehicles on the club permit
scheme for which the renewal fees have not been
still able to use the reference number supplied
paid to VicRoads by the due date (not 90 days
successfully. And VicRoads allows a grace period
later) are unregistered and uninsured. They must
after the due date for registrations renewals.
not be driven on the roads - heavy fines apply.
So I don’t know about Lindsay’s customer service
officer saying the number expired to prevent
6/. To avoid any doubt about the currency of your
payment after the due date?
permit, ensure to get a dated VicRoads stamp on
the form that is stuck inside your new log book
The situation with Club Permit Renewals is a
little different. There is the signed paperw ork when you make payment. Carry the current
VicRoads payment receipt in the vehicle.
from the Club’s Permit Officer that must be
submitted with the payment, and this cannot be
done on-line within the banking/BPAY arrangement.
According to the VicRoads website, you can submit
your signed renewal and pay the renewal fee:
a. Online via your myVicRoads account
b. By visiting any VicRoads Customer Service
Centre
c. By mailing the renewal with a cheque or money
order to:

Thanks for the Reading Material
Jon
Could you please put a note in Backfire from me,
thanking all who have donated books.
Gary McCreddin

VicRoads
GPO Box 1644
MELBOURNE VIC 3001
A Club Permit will be cancelled if not renewed
within 90 days of the expiry date.
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Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor

Rally - Riley - Raleigh?

Hi Jon,

Last month’s letter from Judith Matthews about the
visit she and Ray received from Simon Anderson in his
Brush (I Think I Have Seen Them All) also referred to
Ray’s Covid motorbike restoration project. It seems I
labelled Ray’s good work with the wrong brand! - Ed

Here is an article that may be of interest.
Regards
Ken Batson
A genuine capitalist with a grasp of the real world!

Judith explains:
To Jon,
My recent article on veterans seems to have gone
slightly amiss, with the translation from my writing.
Ray’s ’Covid’ lockdown restoration was a 1925
Raleigh motorcycle ; and they are possibly
much rarer than Rileys.
Regards,

The Corvette.

Judith.

A man named Tom Nicholson posted on his Facebook
account, about the sports car that he had just bought, and
Ray with his beautifully how a man approached and told him that the money used
restored 1925 Raleigh to buy this car could've fed thousands of less fortunate
(sorry Ray & Judith) people. His response to this man made him famous on the
internet. He said:
“A guy looked at my Corvette the other day and said:
"I wonder how many people could have been fed for the
money that sports car cost?”
I replied: ‘I am not sure; it fed a lot of families in Bowling
Green, Kentucky, who built it. It fed the people who make
the tires; it fed the people who made the components that
went into it; it fed the people in the copper mine who mined
the copper for the wires; it fed people in Decatur Illinois, at
Caterpillar, who make the trucks that haul the copper ore.
‘It fed the trucking people who hauled it from the plant to
the dealer and fed the people working at the dealership
and their families.
‘BUT,... I have to admit, I guess I really don’t know how
many people it fed.’

Congratulations
Congratulations to our members
Rachel and Philip Stewart on the
birth of their baby girl, Leah.
- Judith Matthews

“That is the difference between capitalism and welfare
mentality. When you buy something, you put money in
people’s pockets and give them dignity for their skills.
When you give someone something for nothing, you rob
them of their dignity and self-worth.
“Capitalism is freely giving your money in exchange for
something of value. Socialism is taking your money against
your will and shoving something down your throat that you
never asked for.”

You reckon you’ve got some T-model stuff! Photos advertising a recent clearing sale in the USA
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Letters to the Editor
Car Show
Hi
My name is Roger. I was just handed an original,
complete copy of the Geelong Advertiser dated
Saturday January 6 1973, approximately one year
after I was born.
As it (the newspaper) was with my family tree
collection I went through it carefully looking for
family connections.
I did not find any, but what I did find is articles
about an antique car show being held by the
Western District Historic Vehicle Club.
Also plenty if car yard ads. Names like Merko
Motors, Trevor Stanley Motors, Piper Madden,
Brown Murphy, Winter & Taylor, Heaths, Rayson’s
Used Cars, Ryrie Motors, David Ellis, Folks Motors,
Brain & Watson, Hardy Motors, Libbis & Gorell,
Deryk Esler Alfa Romeo and Jonal Car Sales.
That is just a start.
Most were gone before my memory, but I am sure
plenty of members remember the yards and the
parts specialists of the time also advertising.
I have attached the article on the car show. If
interested in some of the car yard adds and prices
let me know.
Roger Spooner

(A few advertisements have
been scanned and reproduced
- Ed)
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Events Calendar

FACE-TO-FACE ACTIVITIES ARE
RESUMING

All attendees at Club events must be able to show evidence of their being double vaccinated,
and scan their QR code with the Club Covid Marshall upon arrival, or sign the Covid register.
Masks are optional indoors, but still officially recommended.
(Yeah, I know it’s a pain, but at least we can get together - Wohoo!).)
Updates will be sent by email. (Please pass on to those without email addresses.)

Thursday 2 December

Coffee Run to Balyang Sanctuary, Belmont . Meet on site at

10.30am. BYO everything. See you all there.

Contact: Rod Booley 5281 5340 (0417 021 982)

Sunday 12 December
Christmas Lunch. Seasalt Meadow, Lower Bluff Rd,
St Leonards. From 12 noon. Club to supply food & drink. BYO plate, utensils, table and chairs (and insect
repellent?). Names MUST BE received by Thursday 9 December. No name; no food! No exceptions.
Contact Sharyn 0417 546 089
Tuesday 14 December

General Meeting - 7.30pm in Clubrooms. Supper provided.

Tuesday 21 December

Committee Meeting - 7.30pm in clubrooms.

NO December Dine Out or Tech Night. NO January Coffee Run or Backfire
Tuesday 11 January

General Meeting - 7.30pm in Clubrooms.

Wednesday 12 January

Dine Out. Usual Fish & Chips at Queenscliff. From 5.30pm.
Bottom fish & chip shop, Gellibrand St, Queenscliff. BYO picnic or purchase some delicious fish & chips.
Wear your club badge for an extra chip (and deny the seagulls!).
Contact Sharyn 0417 546 089

Sat 15 & Sun 16 January

Geelong Truck & Machinery Show

Tuesday 18 January

Committee Meeting 7.30pm in clubrooms.

Monday 24 January

February Backfire Deadline 5pm.

Details:
Geelong Classic Truck & Machinery Show – By the Geelong Vintage Machinery sec on (classictruckandmachinery.com.au)

Contact: Jon Breedveld 0417 311 441

Tuesday 25 January
Tech Night - ”Time” Bring along clocks, watches, timers, hour
glasses, sun dials, and anything else to do with telling time, or timing, or time travel (how many
DeLorean models do you have?) Dallas Jones may be able to bring along the Tardis from his shed . I was
going to include Tardis in the above list, but I don't know the plural of Tardis.
Come along and enjoy the fun. Ladies and visitors are always welcome. Be there around 7 pm, so we can
set up for a 7.30 pm start
Contact: Peter Telfer 0427 526 938.
Friday 28 January

Backfire folding morning 9am Clubrooms.
Contact: Peter Telfer 0427 526 938

Thursday 3 February,

Coffee Run Destination TBC .
Contact: Rod Booley 5281 5340 (0417 021 982)

Sunday 6 February

Membership Renewal BBQ 12 noon to 3pm, Clubrooms.

To reduce the rush at monthly club meetings, a membership renewal BBQ will be held at the clubrooms.
A chance to catch up and also to renew your membership. (NOTE. Membership renewals will still be
taken between 6.30pm and 7.30pm, before the February and March monthly meetings.
2022 Membership Renewal Forms will be made available with the February Backfire.)
Contact: Barb van Galen 0408 664 537.

Tuesday 8 February

General Meeting 7.30pm in Clubrooms.

Tuesday 15 February

Committee Meeting 7.30pm in clubrooms.

Monday 21 February

March Backfire Deadline 5pm. Contact: Jon B

Tuesday 22 February

Tech Night - ”Models” Bring that car or other model that is

special to you. 7 pm, so we can set up for a 7.30 pm start .

Friday 25 February

0417 311 441

Contact: Peter Telfer 0427 526 938.

Backfire folding morning 9am Clubrooms.
Contact: Peter Telfer 0427 526 938
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Stories From the Shed

ITALA TIPO 51 Circa 1922/23
My mother saw the remains of this in early 1964 at
the rear of a property in Bannockburn, told me and
I went to see it. The gentleman Mr Heard, agreed
for to me to have a look at it:
The radiator was lying on its back in front of the
remains on the ground in the grass with the name
Itala facing upward and the bonnet similarly in the
grass and had been trampled upon.
The firewall and steering were assembled to the
chassis and very little of the body – it had been
given the ute treatment many, many years prior.
At that time I had not heard of Itala motor cars and
I asked if it was for sale – his reply:“Scrap value
£5”. I bought it. It cost a further £2 to hire a
tandem trailer from Hillford Motors, High Street
Belmont. It was in need of a complete ground up
restoration.
The day I collected this Itala the gentleman found
all the missing items in his garage, except for one
Magneti Marelli headlamp.
He also said to me: “Son you will never get this car
to go. It has not run since 1940 and it was faster
than Model A Ford’s.”

Almost the beginning – firewall, steering column
and remains of body removed
1971/72. They took about 2+ years to fit sleeves to
cylinders 3 & 4 ,and used Bedford truck(?) pistons
and eccentric gudgeon bushes to obtain the correct
relationship for the piston / crankshaft / stroke etc.

Unfortunately these are flat top and not
hemispherical (convex) as per the original pistons
Every component has been dismantled, cleaned,
and they also swapped # 1 & # 2 conrods – these
necessary items replaced and reassembled,
are not interchangeable as the big end bearings
including replacing corroded rivets in the chassis
were poured and individually machined and hand
(hot rivets). The engine was seized and I soaked it
scraped to fit their respective crank journals –
with diesel for many years to try to free the engine,
hence they cannot be swapped!! The vehicle went
to no avail. Upon dismantling the engine I found into storage until 2018.
#4 at TDC and a wonderful, very large hole in the
cylinder wall and had to smash the piston to
Restoration recommenced 2018:
remove it.
Dismantled again - chassis re sandblasted and
I took the monoblock, pistons and conrods, all
painted with 2 Pak black by the same company.
numbered and listed, to an engine machine shop in
Radiator repaired.
Engine issues above, corrected, crankshaft and
flywheel dynamically balanced late 2020.
Engine started February 2021 – first time since
1940. Th engine reconditioners came to hear it
going – they were also impressed as they had some
difficulties to overcome with #4 piston and conrod
assembly.
Replace all flexible drive couplings.
Obtain new wheel rims and tyres.
Wiring, body frame, floor boards, temporary seating
etc

Circa 1971/72
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Stories From the Shed

ITALA TIPO 51 Circa 1922/23
SPECIFICATIONS

First Drive:
nd

Sunday 21 November 22

November 2021.

I drove out of its shed to the front gate and then
forward and back in the driveway, with family
passengers, taking it in turns.
Tasks to complete restoration:


Complete a body.



Make and fit windscreen.



Interior trim and seats



Roof.

Itala Tipo 51
Engine: 4 cylinder, water cooled / Fan carved wood
(similar to aeroplane propeller)
Capacity: 2813 cc - 93 x 130 (bore x stroke)
Clutch: multi disc
Gearbox: 4 forward & reverse: right hand external
lever
Brakes:
Foot – contracting shoes on drum immediately
behind gearbox – original cast iron linings replaced.

Comments re first drive – I found the steering to be Hand / emergency: lever adjacent to gear
lever – internal shoes on rear wheels – original
heavy and the engine and mechanicals performed
cast iron linings still fitted.
superbly.
- Kevin Wilby Differential: very heavy pressed steel housing – 2
pieces - housing connected to chassis behind
gearbox and supported on semi elliptic springs with
6 shackle pins/spring – 4 at front & 2 at rear of
each spring.
Wheels: beaded edge – 880 x 120
(standard size - 820 x 120)
Muffler: Cast iron

21 November 2021 – Last driven 1940
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W h o G e t s Yo u r C o l l e c t i o n A f t e r Yo u ?
By Peter Ratcliff, gratefully acknowledging expert assistance from Joanne Hazeldene. Reprinted from the
Werribee & District Collectable Vehicle Club Oct ‘21 magazine, which reprinted it with permission from Peter
Ratcliff of LaCad magazine. - Ed
We are all going to die in the end. What
arrangements have you made for your “stuff”?

And you should be planning – seriously planning –
what will happen to those collections when you die. Who
will you choose to be in charge of disposing of what’s left?
When I walk around swap meets each year, I see all the
Who will advise them on values, specialists, dealers,
same old faces getting older and older, and still chasing
buyers? You probably know all the experts relevant to
parts for the same cars as they were twenty-odd years ago,
your stuff, but have you written their details down to help
bits of cars that were hopeless then and impossible now.
your family when you’re not here to ask?
These guys still want to buy more stuff to add to the
Most sensible collectors of age 60 or more (and some who
skeletal remains of whatever project they dragged home
are a lot younger) will have realised that any further
when they were 30 years younger and fitter! Others are
personally-completed restorations are unlikely. How many
eagerly buying parts on e-Bay that will go toward a
clearing sales have you attended, or how many ads have
restoration or two that realistically, are unlikely to ever
you seen in the paper for great wonderful cars and motor
happen.
bikes that are “all there, just need reassembly" or "just
These guys are still dreaming of restoring several cars from
need finishing off?" Cars in that state are often unsaleable
the numerous heaps of deteriorated iron oxide in their
at any price, and end up being sold for parts or taken to
yards and sheds. Some of them are still wasting restoration
the tip for lack of interested buyers. Many times I have
work and time on daily-driver cars while the years roll by
seen this happen after the proud owner has died, leaving
and the inspiration to spend every moment in the garage
a wake of dismantled cars and bikes. I’m sure you’ve seen
dwindles away. Remembering the old advice to always buy
it too.
a car in the best condition you can, an older person really
Likewise, owners of big collections of bowsers, signs,
shouldn’t be restoring any car that is not a very special
stationary engines, trucks, tractors, boats, etc. need to do
model. Do you have the time?
a stocktake and spare a thought for whoever will be
The thing that troubles me (and should trouble them) is that
dispersing their treasures. Often, no immediate family are
even if they accumulate a few more important bits for their
interested in taking over, so the day you die, the treasures
dream cars, they will be too old to work on the cars. But
in the sheds (and in the yard) instantly turn into rusty scrap.
often they can't be told.
Yes, scrap and ironmongery that even a dedicated and
They can't be told that collections of cars last longer
well-connected enthusiast might be lucky to find buyers for.
than human lives, and that someone else will have to
How would your wife find buyers for your super rare 1926
deal with the disposal of their treasure after they have Whippet that is in a million bits and just needs reassembly,
gone. Refer to Line One above.
or the rusty '36 La Salle with four spare engines but no
grille? Likewise your collection of mint Dinky toy cars in
I know people in their seventies who are building bigger
sheds to house their restoration projects and their lifetime their original boxes or your prized set of original sales
brochures and parts books for every Cadillac ever made?
accumulation of parts. This doesn’t seem smart to me at
This stuff looks like junk to most people, and you should
that stage.
expect it to be treated accordingly when you are not there
Collecting cars is not an activity that has been with us
to advise.
through the ages - the early settlers did not collect cars,
nor did our grandfathers (with a few exceptions). Car
As one Club member friend (and a prolific collector) has
collections are a phenomenon of our lifetime, and the
said, "If I die, my missus will have the whole lot down to
problem of posthumous dispersal of hobby collections has the tip the next day", and this is probably a widespread
yet to strike most families.
sentiment. Some male collectors have gone to great
Collectors of petrol bowsers and enamel signs, collectors lengths to conceal from their spouse the price paid for
certain collectibles, with the result that the spouse also has
of car models, pedal cars, tools, books, literature, etc.
no idea of the value of the items, and therefore will not go
often fall into the same category as above. The collection
out
of her way to seek a buyer for them after her
continues to grow, in many cases more sheds are built or a
departed
leaves her in a mess. (Pardon the sexist bias,
room added on to the house, but the collector fails to deal
but
I
have
yet to hear of a female collector who conceals
with the most obvious of all facts - we all die in the end.
the
prices
of
her collectibles from her male partner.) The
Now you may not even be feeling off colour, but that is no
"down
to
the
tip" sentiment indicates not only a certain
reason to continue collecting as much stuff when you are
lack of interest on the part of many of our spouses, but
60 or 70 as you did when you were a spritely 30.
also a complete ignorance of the existence of a wonderful
A friend died leaving a massive 50-year collection of cars,
network of hobby enthusiasts and dealers that we pride
trucks, parts, engines, hardware, etc. with no instructions
ourselves on being a part of. On the part of the collector, it
for his widow. With some dedicated help and almost a year
also indicates a lack of personal organisation and a
of hard yakka, she sent 70 tonnes of metal to scrap in
disregard for the preservation of the items after we have
clearing his stuff.
gone.
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W h o G e t s Yo u r C o l l e c t i o n A f t e r Yo u ?
Keeping the wife in the dark may help you to retain your
collections during a nasty divorce settlement, but it will do
nobody any good if you die with a yard full of incomplete
sixties cars or an attic full of rare and specialised models or
literature or enamel signs. And if your treasures are of the
yet to be restored kind, for which buyers are notoriously
scarce at the best of times, they probably WILL end up at
the tip. Is that what you want?

Example - MEMORANDUM OF WISHES
I, Henry Leyland of 800 Collectors Avenue, Ballarat, do
hereby declare this to be a Memorandum of Wishes. This
document is to provide a request, but not a direction, to my
Executor(s) as named in my Will.

Perhaps your family has the idea that your cars are worth
a squillion and that they will be off on trips to the
Mediterranean when your collections are sold up? Imagine
the situation when they discover that the incomplete cars
are so difficult to find a buyer for that they are almost
worthless.
Take a fresh, long look at your collection(s) now and
assess what you still can finish and what you are still really
interested in. And don't kid yourself - get rid of most of your
unrestored stuff now, especially if you have not completed
a resto- ration in the past few years. While you’re
assessing this, think carefully about who could dispose
of your stuff when you’re not around.
We should all have made a Will, and IMHO (in my humble
opinion) you are nothing short of stupid if you have not.
Your Will instructs your survivors as to where you want
your goodies to go after your death. But in addition to a
regular Will, consider including a set of special instructions
(known as a "Memorandum of Wishes") for your executor
for the best disposal of your cherished automotive
belongings, big or small. The stuff we collect is obscure to
the general public, so include suggestions of HOW to
dispose of it, and the phone numbers of people who may
have expressed an interest in it or be able to help. Use the
old-car network to set up a path that a non-specialist
person can follow. Catalogue and itemise your collection
(you may already have an insurance valuation) pointing out
highlights, suggest where to advertise, which dealers do
you prefer? Who might conduct the sale? Etc.
The Memorandum of Wishes should be kept with the
original of your Will. It is not legally binding, but is a
request, and it is not necessary to update it when you
update your Will. It can be made out by you or with the
assistance of a friend or even a solicitor. It does not need
to be witnessed, but being the cautious type, I would date it
and have my signature witnessed. The choice of wording is
yours, but a solicitor would suggest something like this:



1932 Ford A Model, restored, engine no XYZ 99999.



1962 Ford Mustang convertible, restored, engine
no.B4IGO 88888



Unrestored 1913 Delage chassis



Two 40-foot containers full of vintage Delage parts



The automotive contents of the back yard at the
above address



My collection of Ford A Model literature and, signs
including sales and service items.

It is my desire that Joseph Blogs assist my Executor in the
disposal of the aforementioned items. I hereby provide
details of the people/organisations that can assist with the
disposal:

[



Cars – Just Cars Magazine and selected Club
Newsletters



Cars - Shannons Classic Cars, Cheltenham, Vic



Parts - Sims metal Recycling Industries
(only joking - or am I?)

Dated ----------------- Signed By -------------------------------------

Witnessed 1. -----------------------------------------------------------Full name of Witness ------------------------------------------------Address of Witness----------------------------------------------------Witnessed 2. -----------------------------------------------------------Full name of Witness --------------------------- ---------------------Address of Witness----------------------------------------------------If you want something legally binding, such as to leave a
particular car to a particular person, then you need to add
a codicil to your Will or you need a new Will.

Quotes About Life
By all means, marry. If you get a good wife, you’ll become happy; if you get a bad one,
you'll become a philosopher.
~ Socrates
I was married by a judge. I should have asked for a jury.
~ Groucho Marx
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RALLIES & RUNS
Turtle Bend in the Sunshine
A pleasant, sunny day greeted the 30 people who ventured out
to Turtle Bend for the Coffee Run on Thursday
4 November. This delightful park beside the Native Hut Creek,
is just off the highway at Teesdale, and is well screened from
the road by trees. Attendees took advantage of the first face-to
-face gathering in a while to catch up and swap stories.
An interesting assortment of vehicles were given an “air out”
and members showed their mastery of the QR code system,
scanning in with the Covid Marshall (yours truly on this
occasion) at the card table before wandering off to find a
congenial spot in the sun. It’s amazing what a good chin wag
over a cup of coffee and a cake will do to lift spirits!
- Ed
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Turtle Bend in the Sunshine

FOR SALES, WANTED & CLUES
Clues
Lions Christmas Cakes and Puddings – early
bird offer. Covid 19 may make buying Lions
Christmas Cakes and Puddings from regular retail
outlets difficult. So lodge an early order for these
delicious favourites! The quality, reputation and
value for money of Lions Christmas cakes is a
matter of public record – do not miss out.
Lions Christmas Puddings

900 grams - $13

Lions Christmas Cakes

1 kg - $13

Lions Christmas Cakes

1.5 kg - $17

Place your orders and I will store them before
contacting you to come to take delivery.
Call Brian Edward, 5222 6986 or 0492 852 164.
For sale/wanted ads are free to Members and generally
appear for two issues of Backfire. To remove
advertisements from the newsletter earlier, email
editor@wdhvcgeelong.com (P h 0417 311 441).
Reminder: All vehicles in the “For Sales” must have
VIN number & Price or Registration Number & Price,
otherwise they will be listed under “Clues”. Ads for the
‘Clues’ section must not refer to any payment that may
take place by mentioning an amount or ‘best offer’, etc.
All ads for cars also appear on the club web site where
greater detail and photos (where supplied) can be
viewed. To see ads, go to
http://www.wdhvcgeelong.com/wdsale.html
All ads remain on the website until you request
their removal. To remove an ad from the
website, email webmaster@wdhvcgeelong.com
(Ph 0418 587 415).

The views/comments expressed in the publication of this newsletter are those of the individual contributor and are not
necessarily endorsed by the current Committee of the Club. Whilst every care is taken to determine the safety of any
technical information provided and the accuracy of the information supplied for inclusion in this newsletter, it is printed in
good faith and neither the Committee nor the Club accept any responsibility for any loss or injury incurred by any
application of such information.
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December 2021 / January 2022 / February 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

28

29

30 November

1

2 Coffee
Run. 10.30am

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12 Christmas

13

14 General
Meeting, 7.30pm
Clubrooms

15

16

17

18

19

20

21 Committee
Meeting

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1 January 2022

2

3

4

5

6

7

8.

9

10

11 General

12 Dine Out
Queenscliff

13

14

15

16

17

18

Committee
Meeting

19

20

21

22

23

24

Backfire
Deadline

25 Tech Night

26

27

28

Backfire
Folding Morning

29

30

31

1 February

2

3 Coffee
Run. Loc’n TBC

4

5

6 M/ship

7

8

General
Meeting, 7.30pm

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Committee
Meeting

16

17

18

19

20

21 Backfire

22 Tech Night

23

24

25 Backfire

26

Lunch,
St Leonards

Renewal BBQ

Deadline

Meeting, 7.30pm
Clubrooms

“Time”

“Models”

Folding Morning

EXTREME WEATHER (including Total Fire Bans) A club event may be cancelled on extreme weather days. If an extreme weather day is
predicted members should either: check the club website; check their emails; or contact the event organiser.
COVID All events are subject to Covid 19 rules current at the time. Updates by will be sent by email.

