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President’s Piece
November already??? There’s a theory about how time seems to speed up as you get older. It
goes something like this: when you are 10yo, one year is a massive 10% of your life and seems
like forever. When you are 100yo, one year is only a meagre 1% of your life and so it seems like
nothing as it seems to pass quickly. I think it is Alzheimer’s!
No committee meeting this last month due to clashing with the Geelong Show. This also knocked
out the Tech/Craft night which is always a bit of fun.
As it is November, members are reminded of the many events coming up this month. With the
weather being nice, perhaps we will get a few more old cars out on the coffee morning. But of
course November means Bendigo Swap. David Perkins will be manning the usual club site for
members to put their feet up for a few minutes and have a cold drink or cuppa.
Also an opportunity to flog of some stuff on the site. Make sure you have your items labeled and
priced so if it sells David will know who the dollars go to. If you are there a bit earlier on the
Friday, swing by the site as David may need some help with the tent. Of course the wonderful
John Bailey will again run a bus to the swap. Hope you’ve booked your seat.
Also November is the Christmas Dinner dance. Not sure if all the tickets are sold yet but I know
they go quickly. If you’ve not bought any yet perhaps contact Rhonda and see if she has any or
there have been cancellations. It’s a great night even if like me you can’t dance.
On the home front, I got my new project home and vowed not to touch it until I finished a few
other jobs around the house. Of course I needed to just check out a few measurements and see
what bits from the donor car would be suitable, I mean just simple stuff. Oh and I needed to get
the body in one piece so I could do those measurements, which of course meant getting a few
bits off the body and out of the way. But I haven’t really touched it!
My condolences go out to our VP David and his family on the passing of his mother. Thoughts are
with you David during this difficult time.
It’s about now when I tell you to get out in your car or out in your shed. With the way the
weather is looking, forget the shed and just get out in the car.
Dallas
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEEETING No 597 OF THE WESTERN DISTRICT HISTORIC VEHICLE CLUB INC.
HELD AT THE CLUBROOMS ON TUESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2019
PRESIDING
President Dallas Jones opened the meeting and
welcomed the 147 members attending.
APOLOGIES
Max McKenzie, Frank McKenzie, Jeanette Dragt,
Peter Tillotson, Frank Anderson, Cheryl Elliott,
Darryn Tucker, Maurice Healy, Eva Barwise, Jon
Breedveld, Sandra Batson, Alex Booley, Tim
Booley, Stephen & Kim Turner, Glynn & Jennifer
Gersbach, James Park, Tony Brincat, Noel
Simpson, Graeme Walker, Rocco Barbaro, Wayne
Oliver, Alex McLaws, Bob Barclay, Paul Strickland,
Nick Neeson, Ron Smeelie.
Moved: Roger Sykes
Seconded: Ray Matthews
SICK LIST
Ron Smeelie and Frank McKenzie

Moved: Jim Coates
Seconded: Merv Baum

Carried

TREASURER’S REPORT (Dallas for Maurice)
Given that Maurice is away, Dallas provided a brief
summary only. No report tabled. Full report next
month.
PROGRAM DIRECTOR (John)
Buses organised for Lake Goldsmith and the
Bendigo Swap.

LIBRARY (Gary)
Carried Gary recommended books on the Austin Chummy,
MG and Holden this month.

MINUTES
The minutes of the previous general meeting as
published in the Backfire confirmed as a correct
record.
Moved: Libby Booley
Seconded: Leonie Saliba

Emails Out
Nil

Carried

CORRESPONDENCE (Fred)
INWARD
Letters In
 Bendigo Bank statement.
 Warrnambool & District Historical Vehicle Club
Inc invitation to attend the official opening of
their clubrooms on the 27th October at
Allansford.
 Bendigo National Swap Meet Committee site
holder vehicle permit for 2019 Swap Meet.
 Federation & the Dandenong Valley Historic Car
club invitation to attend the Federation Scoresby
Picnic on the 29th March 2020 at 1200 Ferntree
Gully Rd Scoresby.
Emails In
 Paws in the Park Show & Shine invitation to
attend their event on the 27th October at
Gisborne.
 Sean Proctor invitation to attend the Geelong
Motor Show at the Geelong Show grounds on
15th March 2020, proceeds to Beyond Blue.
 Broken Hill Veteran & Vintage Car Club invitation
to attend their 50th Anniversary Bushman's
Rally Easter 2020.
OUTWARD
Letters Out
 Peter Birthisel thanking him and his family for
allowing us to view their collection.
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DINE OUT (Gary)
Fifteen members said they plan to attend this
month.
EDITOR (Damien for Jon)
No report this month.
Dallas thanked Damien for being the acting Editor
in Jon’s absence last month.
WEBSITE (Damien)
Links to other car club newsletters have been
added to our web site.
FEDERATION REPORT (David P )
Next meeting in two weeks. Report to follow.
COMMITTEE REPORT (Dallas for David M)
 The recent meeting discussed adding painting of
the hall to the 2020 maintenance schedule.
 There will not be a Committee meeting in
October.
 David asked the meeting for feedback on Club
“With Compliments” business cards. There was
strong interest from the members present.
MERCHANDISE (David M )
No report this month.
TINKER DAY (Barb for Ray)
No Tinker Day scheduled this month.
MARS BAR AWARD (Ray)
As no one correctly guessed Eric Lewis, he took
home the Mars Bar this month.
VEHICLE PERMITS (Gus)
One more member’s car has been added to the
plate scheme in the last month.
Four members’ motor bikes were on display: Rod
Roach’s 1987 Honda; Manny Vella’s 1946 and
1947 BSAs; and Ray van Galen’s 1958 Matchless.
CRAFT NIGHT
No craft night this month due to the Geelong Show
4

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES ctd
RALLY REPORTS/EVENTS (Rod )
 Alex went to the Austins Over Australia rally in
South Australia and the Bay to Birdwood run.
Ray van Galen also went on the Austin rally.
 Tim Bell took his Mercedes on a rally based in
Wangaratta and had an annoying rattle that
proven difficult to rectify.
 Last month’s coffee run to Portarlington was a
great success.
 Despite the rain the Cobden Pub run went very
well with 32 members at the lunch.
 Lindsay thanked Manny Vella for having last
month’s Tinker Day at his shed.
 Dallas talked about the car highlights on his
recent trip to England including the Beauliu
Museum (and Swap) and a ‘local’ car show he
stumbled onto with 400 cars on display.
 Ray Matthews reported on the recent Running
Boards & Footpegs rally. He was one of several
members at the meeting who thanked Simon
Anderson for his hard work in organising an
excellent rally.
 Upcoming events:
 Observation Run;
 No cars required for the Geelong Show this
year;
 Hot Dog Run;
 Newstead Rally; and
 Coffee Run.

FOR SALES, WANTED & CONFESSIONS
 Karl Lorenz is looking for a 3 piece sun visor.
Contact him if you can help.
Meeting closed at 9pm.

Next meeting to be held at 7.30pm on
12th November 2019 in the clubrooms.


Leigh Dwyer

Beautiful Bikes
Last month the garage was graced with four
beautiful motorbikes - Rod Roach’s 1987 Honda
Goldwing; Manny Vella’s 1947 and 1948 BSAs;
and Ray van Galen’s 1958 Matchless. Nice to see
eight wheels on the floor instead of the more
frequent four.

1987 Honda Goldwing

LONG DISTANCE RALLY (Sharyn)
No report.

1958 Matchless

TECH NIGHT (P eter)
No Tech Night this month due to the Geelong
Show. November’s topic will be model engines.
SWAP MEET (Fred)
No report this month.
KITCHEN (Rhonda)
No report this month
GENERAL BUSINESS
 John Bailey has had some truck problems but
can report that RACV does care but he had
concerns with a well know local dealership.
 Sam Harris has been busy. He has recently
purchased a Honda motor bike and got his boat
licence. Well done Sam!
 Please contact David Perkins if you have for sale
items for the Club Bendigo site.
 Dallas Jones has brought two more cars. He is
now the proud owner of a 1957 Buchcanan and a
MG donor parts car. The Buchcanan will be a
beautiful sport car when completed.
 John Hickford’s latest restoration project Lambda
has been completed in time for the national
Lancia rally.
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1948 BSA

1947 BSA

For more about the BSA, see story the overleaf about
the history of the Birmingham Small Arms Company.
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BIRMINGHAM SMALL ARMS - motorbike production
-‘It's time YOU had a BSA!'
Motorcycle production at BSA began around 1906,
at their factory on Armory Road in Small Heath,
Birmingham UK. Early BSA models used engines
manufactured by outside suppliers. The first BSA
motorcycle built entirely in-house came in 1910,
using a 498 cc 3½ horsepower single. It was
around this time that BSA began its signature
forest-green livery with gold pin striping.

Motor Cycle Racing Club would award a lapel pin
with six-pointed 'gold star' to any rider who could
negotiate a 100 mph lap. The 495 cc model A7
began in 1946 and was upgraded to 497 cc in
1950, and continued in production until 1962.
Manuel Vella's bikes on display are of this model.

By 1949, BSA introduced the 'Star Twin' and the
650 cc twin-cylinder A10 'Golden Flash'. The Star
Twin was a response to the popularity of the
BSA began building V-twin engines for their
Triumph Tiger 100. In 1954, the Star Twin was
motorcycles in 1921, starting with the 770 cc BSA
redesigned and repackaged as the “Shooting Star,”
Model A.
The BSA A7 Star Twin SS 497cc produced 26hp and which ended production in 1961.
BSA acquired Triumph Motorcycles in 1951, making
was capable of 85mph. It was the first model with
twin carburetors. The A7 was designed in 1939, but them the largest producer of motorcycles in the
world. They also acquired the motorcycle interests
due to WWII it wasn't released until 1946. The
of British manufacturers' Ariel, New Hudson and
model continued until 1962. There were two
versions of the A7. The original, when first released Sunbeam.
in September 1946, had a 495cc engine capacity
In 1959, BSA Introduced the 'BSA Sunbeam,' also
with a single carburetor, giving a top speed of at
sold as the Triumph Tigress, was 175 cc two-stroke
least 85mph. The second improved version came
single-cylinder scooter.
out in 1950, with 497cc capacity, twin carburetors
By the end of the 1960s, as much as 60% of BSA
[as with this machine] and higher compression,
and Triumph sales went to America and other
with a top speed of 90mph.
countries, but the rising sun of Japan loomed over
The BSA M24 'Gold Star' began production in 1938, the British and American motorcycle industries like
based on the previous M23 Empire Star, and was
a dark cloud.
one of BSA's longest lasting model lines, being built
until 1963. The Gold Star had a hand-built 4-stroke In response to the large-displacement inline fours
that were soon to hit the all-important American
350 cc to 500 cc motor which became popular for
market, BSA introduced the inline three-cylinder
its high performance. By the 1950s, the Gold Star
“A75 Rocket 3,” which was produced from 1968 to
had a reputation for being one of the fastest
1972. The Rocket 3 was also sold as the Triumph
production bikes on the market.
Trident T150. It had an OHV engine that produced
The 'Gold Star was named in honour of Walter
around 58 horsepower at 7,500 rpm, and a 4-speed
Handley and his legendary 'ton-up' lap times at the gearbox. The Rocket III and Trident were
Brooklands concrete bowl. At the time, the British
immediately proclaimed as the best road bikes in
the world by the British press – a title
which was quickly lost to the Honda
CB750, which had far more
technological advancement than its
British “superbike” counterparts.
BSA motorbikes were last produced in
1972. BSA's slogan was: ‘It's time
YOU had a BSA!'
Classic bike prices in the 1950s in
Melbourne: BSA. Bantam, 125 cc, two
-stroke £109.
BSA. A7, spring frame. £265.
Top of the range the BSA. A10, 650
cc, O.H.V., Golden Flash. £287.
- Graham Pretlove
From the Werribee & District Collectible
Vehicle Club newsletter - and drawn to
my attention by a woman! (A smart man
would not argue with this.) - Ed
BACKFIRE - Volume 53, No 7– November 2019
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VALE - RONALD IVAN SMEELIE
29/11/1935 – 14/10/2019
The speakers at the funeral of club member Ron
Smeelie highlighted three important things in his
life – his family, old cars (especially Morris Minors)
and garage sales/swap meets. The Portarlington
Football Clubrooms were packed for the service
and an array of Morris and BMC cars formed a
guard of honour, escorting Ron through the streets
of the town to the cemetery after the service.

Ron and second wife June became members of the
WDHVC in the late 1990s and were also long time
members of the Geelong Morris Minor Club, Ron
having served in many capacities, including as a
committeeman, president, Federation rep, chief
operator of the club BBQ trailer (which he made)
and as a vehicle compliance officer. Ron’s 1950
International light truck and stall loaded
with bargains of all descriptions were
also a familiar sight at the WDHVC and
other swap meets.
Ron was born in Heathcote in 1935 and
the family lived in nearby Pyalong.
During the war Ron's family lived in
Drumcondra but returned to Pyalong
after war ended. In 1947 the family
moved to West Geelong, where they
lived in a caravan and annex behind his
grandparents’ house. Around 1950 they
moved to a rented house in Autumn Street and
few years later bought the house next door to his
grandparents’ place. Ron lived here until 1961
when he left to get married.
Ron hated school but loved anything practical or
mechanical. His interest in cars and mechanical
matters saw him leave school at 14 to work at
Charlie Hill's garage, where he remained until he
and first wife Margaret moved to Portarlington in
1967. (Ron married Margaret in 1961 and they
bought in Scott Street in Belmont, with Ron still
working at Charlie Hill's.) Ron bought a brand new
Volkswagen and they enjoyed a honeymoon touring Victoria with the VW towing a caravan.
While in Geelong Ron and Margaret had their two
sons, Ronnie and Ian (Cork). In 1967 Ron decided
to become a fisherman with his father.
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They purchased the Thelron scallop boat and the
family moved to Portarlington. They set up home
in Fenwick Street, where Debbie was born. After
some years, when the scallops ran out, the boat
was sold. His father retired and Ron worked as a
cleaner at Jackson’s meat works until it closed. After Jackson’s Ron worked as a loom operator at
Hyucks in Fellmongers Road, making felts for the
paper industry.
In 2000, after Margaret had passed away, close
friends Verna and Kay McLennan talked him into
going on the trip to Europe
that Ken Batson organised
through the WDHVC.
He subsequently met and
married his second wife,
June, through the Geelong
Morris Minor Club and the
couple enjoyed many happy
years until June’s death in
2017.
Ron was a kind and generous
man with a sweet tooth and
a quick wit. He was a contributor who will be
missed by the members of the WDHVC, the
Geelong Morris Minor Club and the Morris Minor
Touring Club,
among many
others.
Ron and stepdaughter Learna
at the WDHVC
Swap Meet

- Kay McLennan
-Keith Winter
- Ed
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WDHVC EVENTS
1 NOVEMBER - FRIDAY

BACKFIRE FOLDING MORNING 9am Clubrooms
Contact: Peter Telfer 0427 526 938

2 NOVEMBER - SATURDAY
BUS TRIP TO LAKE GOLDSMITH STEAM RALLY
(CANCELLED DUE TO LACK OF NUMBERS).
Contact: John Bailey 0413 258 302.
7 NOVEMBER - THURSDAY

MORNING COFFEE RUN. M eet at clubrooms at 9.45am sharp.
Contact: Rod Booley 5281 5340 (0417 021 982)

12 NOVEMBER - TUESDAY

GENERAL MEETING 7.30pm. Clubrooms.

13 NOVEBER - WEDNESDAY
DINE OUT Oppie’s Bar Norlane Hotel 6.15pm.
Put off buying a tiny Christmas present and come and join us.
Contact Gary McCredden 5275 2544
16 NOVEMBER - SATURDAY

BUS TRIP TO BENDIGO SWAP Leaving clubrooms at 6am.
Contact: John Bailey 0413 258 302.

16 NOVEMBER - SATURDAY
SMELL THE ROSES DAY Starting from our clubrooms at 10.30.
Why don’t we go for a run to Portarlington and feed the seagulls and have a cuppa before we ride along
that lovely stretch of beachfront on our way home? The road between Port and Queenscliff is now
restricted down to 80 kays and much more suited to our old bikes. Although this is a motorcycle run,
members in cars are always welcome to join us. Contact: Ray van Galen 5278 9368. Mob. 0411 954 865.
17 NOVEMBER - SUNDAY
LUNCH RUN TO NEWSTEAD
With a visit to two private gardens. Details at next meeting.
Contact: Rod Booley 5281 5340 (0417 021 982)
19 NOVEMBER - TUESDAY

COMMITTEE MEETING 7.30pm. Clubrooms.

21 NOVEMBER - THURSDAY
TINKER DAY Start time 10am from our clubrooms. Les and
Teresa Szalinski have invited us over for a look-see at what they are up to at their place. It is only a very
short drive to our destination, so please bring your oldest vehicles along for us all to enjoy. There will be
room up the driveway for us all. Les and Teresa have enough chairs for those that want to come on a
motorbike. Bring your own lunch and mug. (Barb is bringing me!) P.S. Please let me know of any venues
that we can visit in the future.
Contact: Ray van Galen 5278 9368. Mob. 0411 954 865. Barb’s Mob. 0408 664 537
25 NOVEMBER - MONDAY

DECEMBER BACKFIRE DEADLINE By 5pm please.
Contact: Jon Breedveld 0417 311 441

26 NOVEMBER - TUESDAY
CRAFT/TECH NIGHT "Small Engines" & “Card Making”
This will be our final Craft Night/Tech night for the year. We will begin at 6pm with a Christmas feast.
Bring along a plate of goodies to eat. Also bring your donkey engines, steam engines, hot air engines,
model aircraft engines, model boat engines, visible engines, plastic or diecast engines, and anything
related. We will have noise, smells, steam, smoke, whistles, and, as usual, lots of fun. Be at the club by
6pm. Visitors are welcome. Ladies are welcome to attend Craft Night or Tech Night. Wear your name
badge to presented with a FREE CHOCOLATE FROG.
Contact: Peter Telfer 0427 526 938
30 NOVEMBER - SATURDAY
CHRISTMAS DINNER DANCE Pre-dinner drinks and nibbles supplied, starting at 6pm. A 2-course meal provided, served at about 6.30pm. BYO DRINKS & GLASS. Music,
dancing and entertainment by Brendon Scott. Tickets $25/head, available at November Meeting.
Contact Rhonda Foran 0409 841 700 5248 2553.
5 DECEMBER - THURSDAY

MORNING COFFEE RUN M eet at clubrooms at 9.45am sharp.
Contact: Rod Booley 5281 5340 (0417 021 982)

11 DECEMBER - WEDNESDAY
BUS TRIP TO THE FARM Leaving clubrooms at 6.30am.
Look out fort a special surprise on the way home.
Contact: John Bailey 0413 258 302.
15 DECEMBER - SUNDAY
PICNIC RALLY TO SEA SALT MEADOW
Lower Bluff Rd St Leonards. BYO everything.
Contact: Fred Harris 0417 546 089.
NO COFFEE RUN IN JANUARY

BACKFIRE - Volume 53, No 7– November 2019
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
WDHVC EVENTS
11/12 JANUARY - SAT/SUN
Cars wanted for display.

CLASSIC TRUCK AND MACHINERY SHOW
Contact: Rod Booley 5281 5340 (0417 021 982).

27 JANUARY - MONDAY
AUSTRALIA DAY HOLIDAY ON THE WATER FRONT .
Meet at entrance to Cunningham Pier 10am. Cars to be escorted onto pavilion lawn area for parking.
Contact: Rod Booley 5281 5340 (0417 021 982)

OTHER EVENTS
22/23 NOVEMBER - SAT/SUN GEELONG REVIVAL M otoring Festival - Geelong Waterfront.
Details: https://geelongrevival.com.au/
2 FEBRUARY 2020 - SUNDAY
SWANPOOL MOTOR FESTIVAL 2426 M idland Highw ay,
Swanpool. Contact: Ross Coles 0417 351 304 rcoles49@gmail.com
29 FEBRUARY 2020 - SATURDAY
COLAC SHOW ‘N SHINE M emorial Square, Colac.
Details: colacshowandshine@colacrsl.com.au Ph. 0427 821 435 or 0467 762 036
5 MARCH 2020
SUNDAY
WERRIBEE & DISTRICT SHOW ’N SHINE
Centre carpark,45 Prices Highway, Werribee.
Details : https://www.facebook.com/pg/WDCVC/events/?ref=page_internal

Wyndham Civic

28 MARCH - 3 APRIL, 2020
AHMF NATIONAL MOTORING FESTIVAL Albury-Wondonga.
Details : https://www.ahmf.org.au/2020Tour/index.php
LAST SUN EVERY MONTH
Werribee & District Collectable Vehicle Club Inc meet.
9am to noon (weather permitting) car park cnr. Cherry St & Kelly St Werribee. Free entry. Have a bite to
eat and a coffee. Talk car stuff with car-minded people.
https://www.facebook.com/pg/WDCVC/events/?ref=page_internal
John 0407 546 235.
- Rod Booley

The views/comments expressed in
the publication of this newsletter
are those of the individual
contributor and are not necessarily
endorsed by the current Committee
of the Club. Whilst every care is
taken to determine the safety of
any technical information provided
and the accuracy of the information
supplied for inclusion in this newsletter, it is printed in good faith and
neither the Committee nor the Club
accept any responsibility for any
loss or injury incurred by any
application of such information.
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Microcars in Amsterdam
Australian travellers will know that sleepdeprived, woolly-headed feeling when arriving
in a strange country after a long trip.
That was me recently, sitting in the front seat of an
Amsterdam taxi in traffic, heading for our hotel.
Imagine my confusion as I gazed at what looked
like a closed-in, silver shopping cart sitting squarely
in our way. This manoeuvrable micro marvel was
easily keeping pace with the cars all around it yet it
looked far too small to be playing out in the street.
I asked the driver and he said something about a
mobility car. I had just seen my first European
micro.
I was prepared for pushbikes and Vespas but this
was something else. It was in fact a tiny 2-seater
Dutch-made Canta – and I was immediately in love!
Forget your Smartcars. This boxy little beast was
In a place where parking is scarce and having a
way better.
normal sized car is a huge hassle, owning a vehicle
I have since learned that the Canta was specifically
that can be used in both bike and car lanes, and
created for disabled drivers. It was developed in
can be parked wherever you please, is a major
1995 by a company called Waaijenberg, together
appeal. The minuscule Canta LX (44"/112 cm wide,
with the Delft University of Technology. In the
91"/231cm long, and 62"/157cm tall") only takes
Netherlands, the Canta is classified as a mobility
up as much room as a few bicycles, and won't hog
aid. Because the vehicle is only 1.12m wide, it may
the wide and ubiquitous bike lanes.
be used on cycle paths and footpaths. A driver's
Now I confess to a liking for small and quirky
licence is not required to drive a Canta.
cars, so imagine my delight when I spied yet
Each Canta can be adapted to suit individual needs, another diminutive conveyance out the hotel
for example locating controls and switches on the
left or right side, or all on the steering wheel. Seats window, over breakfast a couple of mornings
have a wide range of adjustment and can swivel to later.
ease entry and exit. There is even a seatless model
that enables wheel chair-bound drivers to roll in
through the rear door and drive the car from the
wheel chair!
I gather that,
while they can’t
buy them new,
some ablebodied people
also drive a
“standard”
version because
it is such a
good solution
to getting about in the
narrow, crowded streets of
Amsterdam. It can be parked anywhere, avoiding
the 8 Euro (about $12.80 Au) per hour parking
fees! Amsterdam has been designed (or rather
retro-engineered) to accommodate thousands of
pushbikes – and the Canta can drive in the bike
lanes as well as on urban roads!
This little car is powered by a 0.16 litre (160 cc),
one-cylinder engine and produces a lawnmower-like
5.5 horsepower at 3,600 RPM. In addition to the
standard petrol-engined production models, there is
now an electric Canta. It is limited to 45 kph (28
mph), too slow to be allowed on the highways) but
it's the perfect solution for Amsterdam’s congested
streets.
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I looked up as a young mother and primary schoolaged daughter from the apartment across the
street clambered into another tiny vehicle that had
been resting unnoticed among the bicycles.
This time, as I later discovered, it was an Italian
electric 2-seater called an Estrima Birò. The Birò is
a 4-wheeled vehicle with two seats side by side. It
is termed an “electric light quadricycle moped”.
Depending on the country you are in, it is legally
comparable to a 50cc (3.1cu in) moped: its
standard maximum speed is 45 kph (28mph) but it
can be modified to do 55kph (34mph) where this is
legal.
10

Microcars in Amsterdam
Birò is the smallest four-wheel electric vehicle on
the market; it is 103cm (41 in) wide and 174cm
(69 in) long. The vehicle
has a reinforced darkgreen roof and rear glass,
a roomy compartment, a
headrest and an armrest.
The roof can be opened for
ventilation. Available
options are kit doors, radio
pre-installation and an
external trunk trolley.

Footnote 2: on a local note, w hile trolling for
background, I discovered a 2017 ABC story on the
web about an elderly gent in Mt Gambier who was
pulled up by the local coppers while out for a spin
on his mobility scooter. Apparently they wanted to
check out his machine. Can’t imagine why!

The Birò has large
windows, resulting in
better visibility for the
driver and a more
appealing look. The frame is made of 3mm thick
tubular steel, protecting the driver and the
passenger. It has a very low centre of gravity for
stability and a good road grip.
The Birò is driven by two brushless 48 V electric
motors, mounted directly in the rear wheels,
producing a total of 4 kW of power. Acceration can
be increased further by pulling the "boost" lever. It
has two kinds of batteries, a pure lead battery, with
a range of around 40kms; and a lithium battery.
(about 70kms), with this distance varying according
to temperature, driving style, travel type and
weight.

Footnote 1: a standard Canta w ill cost you
14,000 euros (about $22,800 Au) and you may
need to be disabled to qualify (although I gather
second hand models are sold to anyone. The
wheelchair access model costs about 18,000 euro.
($29,300 Au). A 2019 electric Birò is listed on the
web at around 10,000 euros (about $16,300 Au).

As more models of
mobility scooter appear
on the market, locals
are swapping the sedate
for the sporty, it seems.
Perhaps the Model Tinspired Gatsby below
might have some appeal
to a few club members
in years to
come ????
- Ed
(Photos: ABC)

See also:
www.Dutch mobility Article about the mobility a
Canta gives one Dutch woman
www.Canta rally A Dutch rally of Canta
enthusiasts)
https://www.biro-usa.com/ A promo video of the
Biro
BACKFIRE - Volume 53, No 7– November 2019

11

RALLIES & RUNS
Tinker Day September 2019
Sorry did not get this finished in time for the
October backfire. Ray took us the scenic route to
out of town Manuel and Lillian place. He has a nice
new big shed which was the envy of lots of
members.

At its peak, BSA (including
Triumph) was the largest
motorcycle producer in the
world. In the late 1950s
and early 1960s, poor
management and failure to
He has a collection of BSA motor bikes which he
develop new products in
restores. He has just purchased a fully restored red
the motorcycle division led
BSA motorbike from a man who was getting too
to a dramatic decline of
old. It looks like it just came out of the factory. He
sales to its major USA
has a number of BSA bike on red plates which he
market. The management
has restored. He has lots of frames but not enough
had failed to appreciate
engines so he fitted a Fiat 500 air cooled car engine
the importance of the
to one. BSA also made bicycles and has one with
resurgent Japanese
the logo on the head tube.
motorcycle industry,
He also has a couple of Chrysler Valiant, Mini and a leading to problems for the
entire BSA group.
Japanese truck with a motorcycle engine.
We had lunch in his shed and Manuel and Lillian
cooked us some sausages on his BBQ, which was a
lovely finish to the day. Thank you to Manuel and
Lillian for a great day.
BSA motorcycles (Wilkipedia)
BSA motorcycles were made by the Birmingham
Small Arms Company Limited (BSA), which was a
major British industrial combine, a group of
businesses, manufacturing military and sporting
firearms; bicycles; motorcycles; cars; buses and
bodies; steel; iron castings; hand, power, and
machine tools; coal cleaning and handling plants;
sintered metals; and hard chrome process.
A government-organised rescue operation in 1973
led to the takeover of BSA-Triumph motorcycle
operations by Norton-Villiers, later known as Norton
Villiers Triumph.

When Norton Villiers
Triumph was liquidated
in 1978, the rights to use
the brand name of the
BSA were purchased by a
new business, the B.S.A.
Company.
- Lindsay Alford
An old BSA pushbike,
showing the badge.

What Goes Around Comes Around

Webmaster Damien (Gus) Giustini and wife Teena attended a
relative’s 80th birthday at Swan Hill recently and were reminded
that it is indeed a small world. Gus takes up the story:
“Up rolled a couple of Club Registered cars. What took my eye was
that one had a WDHVC sticker on the windscreen,” Gus explained.
“The car was a 1939 Willy’s Overlander, which was originally owned
by one of my wife’s relatives, a Mr Beasy, who lived in Swan Hill.
“The car was then bought by
one of our club members, who
turns out to be Mr Colin Chappell.
“Before it was sold to Mr Tony Raudino the car was used in a movie
that starred Slim Dusty. Slim Dusty actually put a hole in the
headlining with his guitar during the movie!”
Gus didn’t recognise the name at first but of course it was Willys and
Peugeot fan and club member Colin Chappell he was referring to.
You just never know where you might make a motoring connection!
Photos Gus took of the Willys in Swan Hill
BACKFIRE - Volume 53, No 7– November 2019
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A Letter to Editor
The report on the August Tinker Day visit to John
Hickford/Warwick Beanland’s collection (Backfire
Sept 2019) has prompted the following letter. It
comes from Peter Garvin, the owner of the Bolwell
Nagari seen that day. Warwick was storing the car for
Peter at the time. - Ed

I have owned my Nagari Sports since 1982 and
have been a member of the Bolwell Car Club for 38
years, serving as Victorian newsletter editor for
nearly 10 years.

Many of you may have taken the opportunity to
visit Motorclassica recently, where you would have
seen the Bolwell display celebrating 50 years since
the original Nagari was released to the public. The
brand new Nagari 500 was also shown in public for
BOLWELL NAGARI
the first time. This new car is a 950kg carbon/
kevlar monocoque body powered by a 370kW
On reading your September newsletter regarding
the Anglesea workshop visit at Warwick Beanland’s, Chevy V8. It was financed by Campbell Bolwell,
I was taken aback by the description of my Bolwell Director of Bolwell Technologies, which is a
Nagari as a ‘kit car’. Bolwell correctly was built on a development arm of Bolwell Corporation. It was
designed by Graeme Bolwell, assisted by Ross
history of producing kit type cars: Mk 4, Mk 5 and
McConnell. These two incidentally were responsible
Mk 7s, along with a one-off racecar - the SR-6.
for the design of the original over 50 years ago.
Bolwell, by the time the Nagari was released in late
Bolwell has made a vast array of products over the
1969, were trying to distance themselves from
years apart from cars: yachts, hovercrafts,
some poorly built homebuilt cars. The Nagari was
envisioned as a ‘turn-key’ car, although some were playground equipment, caravans, wind turbine
blades, electrical distribution cabinets, truck cabs
sold in part built advanced packages: the chassis
was delivered for the new owner to fit the driveline, and engine covers (Kenworth).
then returned to Bolwell to have the body fitted.
Car production is around 660 units since 1963: Mk
They had a very comprehensive parts list, so very
4 – 50 units, Mk 5 – 75, Mk 6 – 1 only, Mk 7 – 400,
easily completed to a high standard.
Nagari – 117, Ikara – 12, Nagari 300 – 5 and
My particular Nagari Sports was factory assembled: Nagari 500 – 1 only thus far.
it was in fact built for the sales manager, who
basically used it as a factory demonstrator. It was
featured in Wheels magazine along with Sports Car
World and Man magazine. It was also used on an
episode of TV’s Homicide.

Peter Garvin

Bolwell produced only 117 Nagaris between 1969
and 1974, when production was ceased due to
rising costs and impending ADR’s. The production
run consisted of 99 coupes and 18 Sports
(roadsters).

Peter’s Bolwell Nagari
(photo courtesy Australian Sports Car World)

Colin’s notes about the
Willys and the photos
he left with it are still in
the glovebox.
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This 372kW Bolwell Nagari 500 featured at
Motorclassica 2019 in Melbourne’s
Royal Exhibition Building.
(photo courtesy Trade Unique Cars)
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Great Mars Bar Competition
The November Competition

WDHVC
MEMBER PROFILE

While Ray waits patiently for more of you to rustle
up a baby photo for inclusion in this column, I
have found a “fill in” photo of a mystery car for
you to puzzle over.
Tell us the name of this innovative American model
and win that mouth-watering Mars bar! Only a few
were produced (these cars, not Mars Bars) and
surviving examples are worth a mint!
Its designer wanted to produce a safe car with
innovative features and modern styling. This
“nautical weapon” featured an engine design
borrowed from the aviation industry, a simple but
effective auto transmission and unusual
suspension.
(If nobody guesses correctly, I may have to eat
the Mars Bar myself!)
P.S. RAY HAS NO MORE Mystery Member photos,
so please send him yours.
- Ed

Photos URGENTLY needed

Name?

Robin

Where were you born?

Creswick

Family?

Wife Pat

Number of years in the WDHVC?
Many but under 25years

Other interests?
Unusual bicycles

What was your first vehicle?
1926 Morris Cowley

Please sneak in your photo
submissions to:

What vehicle would you love to own ?

Ray van Galen
Ph 52789 368,
or
email rbvangalen@gmail.com

What vehicles do you have now?

My Nash back on the road
1926 Nash Coupe

Profession?

Furnace Operator

Shepparton Motor Museum
Many readers will be familiar with, or have visited
the Shepparton Motor Museum, which also
includes the extensive Farren Bicycle collection, as
well as the Furphy Foundry memorabilia.
Plans are being made to incorporate the current
Motor Museum with an all new truck, transport and
history section called the Museum of Vehicle
Evolution (M OVE) expected to open in 2021.
The Shepparton Truck and Transport Museum will
pay homage to the region’s transport history with
an extensive collection of trucks, cars, motorcycles
and bicycles.
- Trevor Schneider
BACKFIRE - Volume 53, No 7– November 2019

Skills?

Jack of all trades

What bugs you the most?

People not indicating on roundabouts

What makes you happy?
Time with my wife

- Libby

Quotes About Cars
“Two wrongs don't make a right, but three lefts do.”
~ Jason Love
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FOR SALES, WANTED & CLUES

FOR SALES, WANTED & CLUES

For Sale

For Sale

Mazda RX-7 coupe 1982. Reg BKK 364,
(expires 28/05/2020). Probable oil-pump defect.
Battery not very old. Radiator replaced. Tyres like
new. Paint blue, faded and chipped in some areas.
Engine no. 2250549 ROT. Asking $5,000.
Call Lyle 5243 2494 / 0403 557 306.
10/19

1964½ Ford Mustang convertible. 289 motor,
LHD, Auto with power steering and electric roof.
Restored 6 years ago. Red with black roof and
interior, chrome wheels. Reg No 21055. $43,800.
Call Vince 0425 719 372.
10/19

Mercedes Benz
Reasonable offers, any profit goes to WDHVC.
Call Vlad Ph:5248 5759.
10/19

1930 Chev Pickup truck.
6 cylinder o/head valve motor. It runs and the
brakes work, new seat, good tyres. Shedded for 30
years. Almost complete, ready for restoration.
Chassis No. A2791. Body No. 177. $16,000.
Call Les 0429 946 079.
10/19

Clues:
Peugeot Collection
1983 505 SRD Turbo; 1979 504 Diesel; 1977 504
Petrol. All have been stored in a shed: all in good
condition for restoration: all running. Also good for
parts. Call Gerald Baker 0408 176 084
10/19
Copying Service. For those of you w anting
those old movies or records copied.

1948 Ford Pilot
Original with 68,000 on clock. $35,000 ono.
Call Lenny Nelson 0497 656 682.
10/19
Five new tyres and tubes on W illy rims.
5.50 X 16 Excelsior Cross Ply $400
Call Guy 0421 754 601
10/19

For sale/wanted ads are free to Members and appear for two issues of Backfire. To remove advertisements from
the newsletter email earliereditor@wdhvcgeelong.com (Ph 0417 311 441).
Reminder: All vehicles in the “For Sales” must have VIN number & Price or Registration Number & Price, otherwise they will be listed under “Clues”. Ads for the ‘Clues’ section must not refer to any payment that may take
place by mentioning an amount or ‘best offer’, etc.
All ads for cars also appear on the club web site where greater detail and photos (where supplied) can be viewed.
To see ads, go to http://www.wdhvcgeelong.com/wdsale.html
All ads remain on the website until you request their removal. To remove an ad from the
website, email webmaster@wdhvcgeelong.com (Ph 0418 587 415).
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1952 Morris Minor

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

27

28

29

30

31 October

1

2

Backfire

Bus to
Lake Goldsmith

folding morning
9am Clubrooms

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

15

16

Morning Coffee
Run 9.45am

10

17

11

18

Lunch Run to
Newstead

24

1 December

12

13 Dine Out

General
Meeting 7.30pm

6.15pm
Oppies Bar

19

20

Committee
Meeting

25

26 Craft/Tech

Dec 2019
Backfire Deadline

Night. 7pm
Clubrooms

2

3

14

Bus to Bendigo Swap Clubrooms 6am .
Smell the Roses
Clubrooms 10.30am

21 Tinker Day

22

23

29

30

Backfire
folding morning
9am Clubrooms

Christmas Dinner
Dance - 6pm
Clubrooms

6

7

10am
Clubrooms

27

4

28

5
Morning Coffee
Run 9.45am

