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David Chantrell 8345 0665  Public Officer Dudley Pinnock 8379 2441  

Address for Correspondence: 
3 Malcolm St, Millswood, South Australia 5034  secretary@vccsa.org.au  

  Brunch at Vili’s  

 
Rallying in June is often a little fraught; but success this 
time with the rain holding off for a pleasant Sunday 
morning on the town. Thanks to Neil Francis for 
organising the outing, which began with a gathering in 
the street outside his Malvern house (just what did the 
neighbours think, Neil?) and proceeded across town to 
brunch at Cafe de Vili’s at Mile End. 
No tempting the weather this month: our monthly event 
is the Annual Dinner at Kooyonga Golf Club on 
Saturday night. Come along and help the club celebrate 
its 5th birthday! (Forgot to book? Try twisting Phil 
Keane’s arm – contact details at the top of the page.)  
 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8 PM on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in June each 
year. 

Our next gathering is our Annual General 
Meeting on Wednesday 6th July, when we will 
vote on the proposed changes to the club rules 
(constitution). At our following gathering on 
Wednesday 3rd August Neil Francis will host a 
Question and Answer session on the custodianship 
of veteran vehicles. 
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  From the Committee 

Chairman’s Report 
The Club has now been operating for five years, 
and I feel we can claim at least a modicum of 
success. Our monthly outings are generally well 
attended, and the Committee would like to think 
that the friendly atmosphere of all the Club’s 
activities is an attraction. 
The forthcoming AGM will, of course, be rather 
more businesslike than most monthly meetings, but 
I’m sure everyone will accept this. For the first 
time, our Club Rules are being re-visited and up-
dated. The Club will continue to be run just as it 
has been in the past five years, with a minimum of 
“business” taking place at monthly meetings. The 
alterations you will be voting on simply bring our 
Club Rules more into line with our current 
procedures. 
The Committee are united in believing that the first 
requirement of membership to any club catering to 
a specific interest is a degree of like-interestedness. 
There is a finite number of veteran cars and bikes, 
and this will never increase. A danger of being 
eventually out-numbered by other interest groups is 
not just a nightmare – it has already happened in 
other special interest clubs. We wish to avoid this. 
Please come to the meeting on July 6th and cast 
your vote. 
Thank you,    Howard Filtness 

From the Secretary 
This will be my last article as Secretary – from July 
I will no longer be Secretary, although I am 
keeping the Membership Secretary role to assist 
David Chantrell, who is taking over from me – a 
huge thank you to David from me for covering for 
me since my health scare in January. It was 
certainly a baptism of fire for him! I would also 
like to thank Terry Parker for so ably filling in for 
me for periods over the past two years when 
Howard and I have been away, and Howard would 
like to thank Neil Francis for taking on the role of 
Chairman during his absences. A big thank you 
also to Tony Beaven – he has taken the Club 
printer and will be responsible for printing out the 
Bulletins to be posted each month. 

I would like to welcome to the Club new members 
Rob Priest and Bob Sellar, and returning member 
Roger Pope. During all the fluster early in the year, 
I overlooked welcoming (in print – we did 
welcome him at a meeting) new member Chris 
Whittall – sorry Chris, but a big welcome. We have 
had requests for membership from four new people 
– Andy Applebee, Bob Hill, Sue LeBusque and 
Andrew Howe Davies. Invitations have been sent 
to each of them. 
Subscriptions are now due – a form must be 
attached with permission to release private details 
to other Club members.  
We are away from mid-August, so forms and 
money to me by end of July would be appreciated. 
I will have several receipts with me at the Annual 
General Meeting – if you have paid and have not 
received your receipt, please see me – I am trying 
to save on postage in what has been a heavy 
postage month. 
And, finally, a big welcome to Noal Mullins for 
volunteering to step up and take a place on the 
Committee. 
All my best wishes for the Club in the future,
     Dianne 

2011 – 2012 Committee 
The following nominations have been received for 
the Committee for 2011 – 2012: 

Chairman: Howard Filtness 
Treasurer: Tim Rettig 
Secretary: David Chantrell 
Committee: Peter Allen 

Neil Francis 
Phil Keane 
Noal Mullins 
Terry Parker 

 
Public Officer: Dudley Pinnock (non-voting) 
Membership Secretary: Dianne Barber (non-
voting) 
 
As we have the correct number of nominations for 
voting positions on the Committee, an election will 
be unnecessary at the Annual General Meeting on 
Wednesday, 6th July, 2011.  Dianne 
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  Mr. Finlayson and the Nagant Hobson 
 

Harvey Pym Finlayson lived life large... 
Thanks to Adrian Denman for supplying photos 
relating to the life of H. P. Finlayson, who was 
South Australian agent for cars variously known as 
Nagant Hobson, Silent Hobson, or just plain 
Hobson in the years 1908 – 1915. For more 
information on these cars and their origins, I refer 
the reader to the SCC Motoring History Books No. 
6, photos 30 – 33 and No. 9 photos 50 and 92. 

 
Killed in a motoring accident while driving his 40 
h.p. Hobson on the Elwood foreshore in 
Melbourne, The Register of 1 March 1915 
published the following biographical sketch: 

The late Mr. Finlayson, the only son of Mr. John Harvey 
Finlayson, for many years editor and part proprietor of 
The Register, was 35-years of age. He was educated at 
Whinham and Prince Alfred Colleges, and on leaving 
school studied for the diploma of veterinary surgeon in 
London. Thence he went to South Africa, and served 
through the Boer campaign, principally in the Cape 

Mounted Police, and obtained two medals. At the 
conclusion of the war he proceeded to the Northern 
Territory and did veterinary work for the Cold Storage 
Company on the Arafura Station, where Mrs. Aeneas 
Gunn resided, and of which she has written in “We of the 
Never Never” Mr. Finlayson arrived at the station on the 
day of Mr. Gunn's death. On leaving Arafura Mr. 
Finlayson travelled overland alone to Oodnadatta. 
Several articles on his experiences during the trip and 
dealing with the possibilities of the Northern Territory 
were contributed by him to London papers, and attracted 
considerable attention. He then returned to London and 
shortly afterwards married Miss Laura Munn Mace, of 
Tenterden, Kent. The couple then came to Adelaide, 
where the deceased has since carried on business as a 
motor agent. Mr. Finlayson left Adelaide on a business 
visit to Melbourne on Saturday, February 20, and en 
route assisted Dr. Martin, who was in difficulties with his 
car on the Coorong. The accident was the more tragic 
because it was evident, from letters and telegrams 
received by Mrs. Finlayson during the week, the latest of 
which arrived on Saturday, that Mr. Finlayson was in the 
best of health and spirits. He mentioned that he would 
leave Melbourne on Sunday, and arrive home on 
Tuesday evening. He had an enviable reputation for 
straight dealing and fairness in the motor trade, and his 
loss will be equally regretted by friends and business 
associates. 

Of additional interest to us is a year (Jan. 1910 
to Feb. 1911) spent sharing premises with 
Arthur’s dad Merrington Mullins in Wyatt St. 
and a reference to him as “...an exceptionally 
good driver [who] had performed on the 
Brooklands track.” Can anyone find reference 
to HPF racing at Brooklands? 

Harvey Pym Finlayson at the wheel of a Nagant Hobson chassis; an unidentified helper at the crank handle. In the Sporting Car Club’s 
Motoring History Book No. 6 (1981), George Brooks identifies the building as the Municipal Tramways Trust power Station at Port Adelaide.
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  Destination Angaston 
 

Planning a run to the Barossa? Tom O’Grady 
shows the way, 1904 style...  

THE MOTOR CAR. 
A DASH TO ANGASTON AND BACK. 

(By “Spokesman.”) 

“... Perhaps the two best cars in the State are a 
Gladiator, owned by Mr. B. Barr Smith with 13-
horsepower, and a De Dion Bouton, recently 
imported by Mr. V. Lewis.  
Through the courtesy of a gentleman who had 
business at Collingrove, Angaston, on Saturday. I 
was afforded an opportunity of proving the 
usefulness and reliability of the De Dion Bouton 
car, and so far as the journey from Angaston was 
concerned the superiority of the motor-car over the 
railway train was exemplified. The gentleman 
referred to wished to transact about four hours’ 
business at Collingrove, which would have been 
quite impossible in one day if he had gone by train, 
for persons who leave for Angaston in the morning 
by rail to Freeling have but one hour in the town 
before taking the coach which meets the evening 
train to the city. Thanks to the speed of the motor-
car, we were able to leave Adelaide an hour and a 
half after the early train, spend four hours at 
Collingrove, and get back to the city only half an 
hour after the Freeling train had reached Adelaide. 
The admirable manner in which the motor-car did 
all that was required of it convinced everyone that 
for trips of this kind the railway train is “not in it.” 
The day was most unsuitable for motoring. It was 
wet and cold when we left the city at five minutes 
to 9, and the rain that had fallen made the roads in 
the hills so greasy as to be positively dangerous at 
a high speed. We took the road out through 
Paradise at a rate which amazed the tram horses, 
though the speed was not excessive, and the car 
negotiated Anstey’s Hill at something like 15 miles 
an hour. For the whole of the journey the average 
speed was 20 miles an hour. But for the state of the 
roads it might have been nearly 30, but it was 
absolutely necessary to slow down at every bend in 
the road. At times when the car was travelling at a 
great rate it would side-slip at a corner, and the 
driver (Mr T. O’Grady, of the Lewis Cycle Works) 
expressed the opinion that “she was wagging her 
tail a bit.” The electric battery used on the trip up 

was slightly defective, and caused a little delay, but 
on the return journey a new battery was 
substituted, and everything went smoothly. The 
roads had dried a little during the day, and for the 
early part of the trip it was quite safe to let the car 
out on the straight roads, and on one part of the 
journey, near Springton, where there was a slight 
decline, and it could be seen that the way was clear 
for a long distance ahead, Mr. O’Grady showed 
that the car could travel at something like 35 miles 
an hour. The experience was a most exhilarating 
one, and convinced us of the delights of motoring. 
The sight, too, was an interesting one for the 
residents in the district, many of whom rushed 
from their houses to see the car, the body of which 
was painted a rich crimson color (sic), tearing 
through the country. We had a remarkable 
experience on top of Breakneck Hill. There had 
been just enough rain to soak the roads on the 
surface, so that they were very greasy and sloppy. 
As the car began to descend the hill it slipped away 
of its own weight sideways, and was therefore 
quite uncontrollable by the two powerful brakes 
with which it is provided. As the car began to 
gather momentum the driver managed to guide it 
into the bank, and in this way it was prevented 
from slipping down the hill. There was a slight 
bump as the front wheels lodged in the gutter and 
struck the bank, but no damage was done. The car 
was hauled back to the centre of the road, and 
taken down the hill very steadily. Just above 
Teatree Gully we ran into the clouds, which at first 
gave us the impression that the mist ahead of us 
was caused by the engine. The night was extremely 
dark, and we had practically to feel our way down 
the Teatree Gully hill. Then we met with heavy 
rain and newly metalled roads, and reached the city 
under difficulties, but in good time, having had an 
enjoyable outing, full of new and satisfying 
experiences.” 
 

Our extract comes from the Advertiser June 17, 
1904. Asked to guess I would have said that the De 
Dion in question was a 10 h.p. twin, but in May 
Lewis advertised “cars up to 12 h.p.” – was there 
a 12 h.p. DDB available in early 1904? Regarding 
the route, Anstey’s Hill is well known, but can 
anyone locate “Breakneck Hill”?  LWM
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  Brand New Key 

  

Peter Allen has supplied us with the key, but 
where will it get us? 

What a splendid artefact! In almost-new condition 
we have the “Spare Key of Petrol Tank in lane”, 
dated “14.9.14”. The Eyes and Crowle, Ltd., 
luggage tag supplies the address as 75 – 79 Pirie 
Street, so were we short of a few litres we’d know 
where to go in search of a top up. Digging through 
my files I can come up with a photo of the shop 
front (although my system has failed me and I 
don’t have a date) from which we see that the lane 
must have been out the back. We also learn the 
slogan that also featured in a good deal of Eyes and 
Crowle advertising: “Wrong Cars Made Right”. 
The dedicated enthusiast can search the finely 
detailed “block plans” in the State Library 
collection and ascertain the layout of the buildings 
and laneways at the rear of the showroom – if 
typical of other motor houses the repair shop would 
lurk out there, with the “wrong cars” well 
separated from the new car showroom at the front. 
Because the “block plans” were made for fire 
insurance purposes, the exact location of the Eyes 
and Crowle petrol tank will likely be marked. 

 
Eyes and Crowle were among the busiest of the 
motor houses in the early days, at least in terms of 
the number of different agencies carried. Our tag 
gives us De Dion, Delage, Delauney-Belleville, 
F.I.A.T., F.N., Minerva, Sunbeam, Cadillac, Krit 
and Commer for motor cars and F.N., N.S.U. and 

Triumph for motor cycles (always two words in 
veteran years).  
But just what is that car poking its nose out of the 
showroom? Probably a Belsize, another of the Eyes 
and Crowle agencies from about 1909 when they 
took it over from Vivian Lewis Limited (who had 
held it briefly from the middle of 1908). If a 
Belsize, our photo likely dates from an earlier 
period, perhaps closer to 1911 when the following 
rather splendid advertisement appeared in the local 
press: 

 

I’m not sure if we have a running Belsize in the 
state, but I do know that we have one in the club 
nearing completion of a restoration. 
Cherchez the petrol tank!   LWM 
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 Upcoming Events 
Saturday 

9th July 2011 
VCCSA Annual Dinner at Kooyonga Golf Club. After dinner talk by 
David Chantrell. Technically you’re a bit late to book, but chat nicely to 
Phil Keane (contact details on the front page) and he might be able to find 
you a seat! 
 

Sunday 
7th August 2011 

Breakfast Run – details next month 
 
 

Sunday 
30th October 2011 

London to Brighton Down Under is the Vintage Sports Car Club’s 
annual day out for veterans – entry forms from David Chantrell 
 

Sat. & Sun. 
14 & 15th April 2012 

Annual 2-Day Rally The Committee has set the date for next year’s 2-
day rally as 14th & 15th April in the Barossa Valley. There will be an 
extra day on Friday 13th for those interested. This is the weekend 
following Easter in 2012. The Committee are discussing block booking 
accommodation to have a central hub where everyone can be located 
together. 

 

In addition to our monthly rallies above, we have been asked to participate in other events: Sunday August 21st – 
Strathalbyn Collectors, Hobbies and Antiques Fair where BBC’s Tim Wonnacott from Bargain Hunt will be 
attending; Saturday August 27th Sunday October 23rd – 120th Celebrations at Mylor, or 125th Celebrations at Cabra 
College. More details closer to the date. For those seeking an extended time out with their veteran, August 21st – 
Friday August 26th inclusive is the National Veteran Motorcycle Rally in Kingaroy, Queensland; October 2nd – Friday 
October 7th inclusive is the Springtime in Bright rally – entry forms with David Chantrell. Lewis enthusiasts keep in 
mind the “Lewis climbs Mt Gambier” centenary on Saturday August 21st, and 100 years at Karoonda on Saturday 
October 1st – details from Leon. 

  This and That 
In the movies 
Member Hamish MacDonald is doing all he can to 
pull us into the 21st century – the VCCSA 
Strathalbyn Rally is now immortalised in two 
movies viewable on You Tube! Just search for 
“VCCSA”, or follow the link from the club web 
page http://vccsa.org.au . If this item makes no 
sense, ask the grandchildren! Thanks Hamish. 

George Brooks 
Sad to report on the passing of South Australian 
motoring historian par excellence George Brooks 
in May, but fitting that his memory will live on at 
the National Motor Museum Birdwood where a 
fine automotive library will be named in his 
honour. Located in the old mill building, which has 
been completed renovated for the purpose, the 
George Brooks Library will house not only 
George’s extensive collection but also the other 
materials collected by the NMM over the years. 

Visitors will be welcomed in the foyer by George’s 
veteran Humber.  
As noted in last month’s Bulletin our club has 
made a contribution to the Museum to be used in 
fitting out the library. Our photo shows Terry 
Parker presenting the cheque to NMM Senior 
Curator Allison Russell at our June meeting. 
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  Members’ Guide to Successful Navigation 
 

Three wheeler pilot extraordinaire and serial 
misser-of-morning-tea-through-bad-navigation, 
John Hancock shares his wisdom... 

The recent Strathalbyn Rally has highlighted yet 
again one of the many joys of piloting century-old 
pieces of tin and wood around the countryside – 
the art of successful map reading.  
This once popular past-time has now largely been 
relegated to the history books since the invention 
and popular use of GPS systems in modern day 
plastic vehicles but still presents a wonderful 
opportunity for veteran motorists and riders to 
demonstrate how best to accomplish the tricky task 
of following directions.  
There are some basic requirements that all veteran 
pilots need:  
Cars  

• Something heavy to attach the map to so it 
doesn’t blow away in an open vehicle – 
preferably a passenger  

• The passenger should be relatively insane, 
short-tempered and deaf in the driver’s side 
ear to enable a total lack of meaningful 
communication with the driver 

Motorbikes  
• A rider with a photographic memory so that 

one glance of the map at the start of the 
rally is all they require  

• The ability to follow the vehicle in front 
Three-wheelers  

• All of the above. 
Once these basics are in place we are set to hit the 
road for a calm, low-stress tour on unknown roads.  
Due to the relatively slow speeds at which we all 
travel there is always plenty of time for the 
designated map reader to calmly convey detailed 
instructions to the driver well in advance of the 
need to actually turn a corner.  
Instructions bellowed over the engine noise such as 
“Left you idiot not right!” are especially useful for 
drivers deafened by constant wind and engine 
noise who are usually doing nothing much anyway 
apart from keeping the damn vehicle going in a 
straight line, monitoring oil to the engine, pumping 
pressure into tanks or pondering what disaster the 
latest strange noise emanating from under the 

bonnet could mean.  
Likewise calm questions from the driver such as 
“Where the hell do we go at this intersection?” and 
statements such as “You’ve got the bloody map, I 
can't drive this piece of junk and read that as well!” 
are usually not particularly helpful and often, quite 
unreasonably one would think, greeted with the 
response “Bugger you! Stop this thing and let me 
out. I’ll walk home, it will be faster anyway!” 
A plus side of map reading in veteran vehicles is 
this can lead to a reduction in calorie intake for 
those trying to watch their waistlines due to the 
regular missing of morning and afternoon tea stops 
as your vehicle explores hitherto unexplored areas 
of the local region usually in the opposite direction 
from the designated “eat and drink” stop. It may 
just be anecdotal but there are claims that some 
veteran vehicle occupants make up for the missing 
of solid calorie intake during each run by 
substituting liquid calories at bars along the way – 
claims that these liquid intakes are to ease frayed 
nerves and shaking hands are not considered 
factual. 
All in all map reading in a veteran vehicle is just 
another of the many joys that we all experience and 
savour every time we head off into the country.  
This all said I think drivers of cars owe a special 
thanks to those intrepid passengers who take on the 
role of map reading on country rallies.  
Your valued contributions do not go unnoticed and, 
as I’m sure you would all know, they rarely pass 
without at least some comments from the driver 
over the course of a rally.  

[In a pre-publication edit, a better-unnamed member 
suggested adding to the list of basics for motorbikes: 
“Heat resistant calf muscles and fire proof pants”, 
“Plenty of stamina to pedal assist on hills” and “No 
allergies to Castor Oil”; and for three-wheelers “A 
very strong steering arm to prevent inadvertent Mr 
Bean-style Reliant 3 wheeler driver oversteer and 
turnover!”] 
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  The Truck on the Village Green 
It’s uncommon these days to find a veteran (or near-
veteran) vehicle ‘lying around’, but Phil Evans has 
done just that – even if he had to go to outback W.A. 
to do it 
In fact Phil gave me photos of not one but two early 
trucks providing interest in a public park out there in the 
West Australian outback – was it Meekatharra? I’m 

certainly not an expert on early trucks, but there are 
some interesting features of the early Albion, so even if 
we’ve erred into the vintage period it’s worth a look. I 
only hope I haven’t mixed up the two vehicles and that 
the photos all show the same machine! Four forward 
speeds and reverse in the gearbox, and a most unusual 
differential. Can anyone suggest a date? 

 

   

 

 

 

  From the Editor 
A late night tonight, with altogether too much time 
spent watching the Tour de France and the Wimbledon 
tennis final and too little time spent editing!  

This issue must be my 36th Bulletin as editor and will 
sadly be my last, at least for a while. Thanks to the 
contributors to this edition: John Hancock, James 
McInnes, Adrian Denman, Peter Allen and Phil Evans, 
and to all the other contributors over the past three 
years. Thanks in particular to those true experts out 
there who have put up with my ramblings while I have 
been learning just a little about the world of early cars. 
I’ve certainly enjoyed myself. 

This month marks the fifth birthday of the club. For me 
the most notable feature of the club now is the breadth 
of the membership: surely far beyond what could have 
been envisioned by those who initiated the ‘breakaway’ 
club in 2006. With sixty-odd veteran entrants for this 
year’s two-day rally at Strathalbyn, it might not be too 
much to suggest the formation of our club has lead to a 

resurgence of the veteran movement in South Australia. 
The founders of our club should be proud of this. 
I joined the club at its inception, but for me, coming 
from a background in veteran motorcycling, the club 
was ‘new’ rather than a ‘breakaway’. As a member of 
the committee, I had to learn about the origins of the 
club to understand some otherwise mysterious views 
proposed for how the club should run. When, two years 
ago this month, the committee moved to investigate 
changes to the club rules to enshrine ‘membership by 
invitation’ I spoke against it. Two years on I find 
myself still strongly opposed to the idea. 
At our last ‘gathering’, we were called on with some 
passion to “circle the wagons” and adopt changes to our 
rules proposed by the committee. Being not a wagon-
circler by nature – I’d prefer to see our club as outward-
looking and, particularly, welcoming of new members – 
I’ll be outside the circle, disappointed but with my 
interest and commitment to the veteran movement 
undiminished.      Leon
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  Meet the Member: James McInnes
We heard from James in last month’s Bulletin; 
here he introduces himself... 

I will start with a brief introduction of my 
background: 
Veteran touring is in my blood. My late father, 
Alan McInnes initiated me (and my brother 
Malcolm) into the hobby firstly via his eccentric 
genes that probably stemmed from our Scottish 
ancestry and steam pumping engines in 19th 
century mines in Scotland and England. One of our 
ancestors arrived on the First Fleet, not as a convict 
but as a blacksmith (nay “engineer”), but I am 
certain that some added mischievousness and 
eccentricity comes from other convict blends! 
Another ancestor operated steam dredges in the 
Buckland Valley searching for gold. I have a copy 
of his steam engine driver’s licence. 
From the age of two I frequently travelled in dad’s 
1909 White Model O (now Malcolm’s). Dad 
restored this car from parts gathered from all over 
Victoria, completed the restoration in two years 
and then won the VCCV Best Restoration award in 
1958. Alan and our mother Barbara then drove the 
just restored car 400 miles from Ballarat to 
Adelaide to participate in the 1958 Barossa 
Veteran Car run and then drove it back to Ballarat 
all under its own steam. (I will publish a separate 
account of this 1000 mile jaunt in a subsequent 
issue). I understand our parents met up with Julian 
and Gavin’s parents on this rally. 

 
Alan and Barbara in the 1909 White, at the Olympic 
Velodrome in Melbourne c1959 (Jack Nelson photo.) 

I was an absolute nerd at school as I loved 
engineering, science and technology and my 
weekends were spent with dad in the workshop. I 

learnt to ride a unicycle I made at the age of 12 
years of age but can’t catch a ball to save myself. 
Malcolm and I learnt to use a 3½” pedal Myford 
lathe which dad kept in great condition since 
inheriting it from one of his Uncles. We made live 
steam models and then moved on to assist dad in 
the restoration of the 1906 White Model F. 
The major part of the restoration occurred from 
1968 to 1970 as dad was keen to take the car on the 
1970 International Veteran & Vintage Car Rally 
from Sydney to Melbourne. The freshly restored 
and painted body was fitted to the 1906 White only 
two weeks before the start of the two-week-long 
event in March 1970 which was absolutely 
amazing as the car made it the whole way under its 
own steam. 
I eagerly took time off school to participate in this 
rally and it was during this tour that dad promised 
the car to me; unfortunately he died only 2½ years 
later from lung and heart failure. He was already 
quite ill on the 1970 Car Rally. Dad did not smoke 
but was a Mechanical Engineer (and steam 
specialist) with the SEC, the Victorian equivalent 
to ETSA. He worked all his working life with large 
boilers and steam turbines and was exposed to coal 
dust, asbestos and poisonous heavy metal 
contaminations from burning crude oil (Newport 
Power Station). He inspected the furnace chambers 
of many Power Station Boilers and balanced steam 
turbines. Dad was one of six children, and apart 
from his eldest brother who died in WWII his 
siblings all lived to their late 70s or 80s. 
Our mother Barbara returned to work after dad 
died as very little Worker’s Compensation was 
payed and she supported four teenagers through 
university. Thankfully Gough Whitlam introduced 
the Tertiary Education Assistance Scheme 
otherwise my two brothers, my sister and I would 
not have been able to attend university. 
I went on to complete a Mechanical Engineering 
Degree at Swinburne in 1980 and graduated with 
Distinction. It certainly helped to have a workshop 
at home and one of the best engineering mentors 
(Alan McInnes). It also helped to have my elder 
brother Malcolm around who is also a creative 
eccentric mechanical engineer! I went on to study a 
Post Graduate Diploma in Digital Electronics, and 
obtained my Open Boiler Attendant’s Licence at 
RMIT in 1984. Since then I have taken courses at 



 

 
Bulletin July 2011  Page 10 

 
 

RMIT in Pattern Making, Welding and Machining, 
mostly driven by my Veteran Car Hobby interests. 
After working as a Graduate Engineer at 
Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation, I moved into 
the Robotics Industry and have worked in 
Automation ever since. I spent a year in Detroit at 
Ford’s Manufacturing Research Centre in 1988/89 
(made twelve visits to the Henry Ford Museum and 
archives), returned to Australia and then worked in 
Cambridge UK as an Automation Consultant 
where I was able to participate in a London to 
Brighton event in 1993, a Steam Car tour, the 
Great Dorset Steam Fair, and the Sentinel Steam 
Truck Annual Event in Shrewsbury. 

Between 1993 and 1998 I made over thirty trips to 
the USA working on Automation projects in 
Alabama, Ohio, Long Island, New Mexico, Seattle 
and New Jersey. And I returned on one trip sitting 
next to this very eccentric veteran car enthusiast 
who turned out to be the one and only Julian 
McNeil! 
It was also on one of these ventures I came across a 
very rare and lucky find that I am now restoring: a 
1912 Model 88 Stanley Steam 12-passenger bus, 
(Charabanc), called a Stanley Mountain Wagon. 
More to come on this one soon! 

James mentions “lucky” in his article; 
there may be something in it. By some 
mechanisim I don’t quite understand, our 
post-Strathalbyn Bulletin was circulated 
among members of the local vintage 
motorcycle club. A reader (by coincidence 
a past owner of the Lewis motorcycle I 
rode at Strath) spotted James’ White 
steamer in the magazine, and noticed the 
similarity to a car in a photograph he had 
acquired some years back. Contacting me, 
I put him in touch with James. Of course, 
incredibly, the photo indeed shows James’ 
car – identified by studying the fine detail 
of the glass-plate-negative print – some  
time before the first war! Lucky? You bet!. 

�

  For Sale and Wanted 

Available Clean, secure storage for that special 
car, Mawson Lakes, just off Salisbury Hwy. 
Contact Tony Beaven 0407 716 162  

For Sale: 1914 Fiat Zero 100% mechanical 
complete driveable rolling chassis. Restored to 
original specification including headlights, side 
lights, gas generator, tail light, horn, etc. Spare 
motor and gearbox. Only needs the body to be 
finished. Includes full scale drawings from Fiat for 
a Roadster body. $20,000. Contact Max 
Vormister, Wollongong (02) 4228 8970, mobile 
0419 985 871 maxv1@optusnet.com.au  

Wanted to complete restoration of a 1912 59T 
Overland Tourer. LOCKING RING for a 25 inch 
wheel. The locking ring is for a 1913 69T and has 

two lugs that protrude through the rim and locked 
by a cam spring. Contact Arthur Walmsley, 
Cairns. (07) 4054 7550 awalmsley5@bigpond.com 

For Sale: The following items were found during 
shed cleanup; sell for $10 each. Veteran Talbot 
rear axle, squared centre, 4 flanged outside; 1920s 
Chev 4 tail shaft; 1920s Ford T cylinder head; 
Tiller Olds rear wheel brake drum, good order; 
Veteran De Dion tail shaft (believed). Veteran 
large Berliet Truck magneto, made by Marcel 
Masson, cap missing suit collector, known history. 
Also BMC B series complete diff. centre $250. 
Good order. Location: Adelaide Hills, email photos 
available on request. Contact email enquiries to 
simcross@optusnet.com.au  

 


